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VITAL STATISTICS. 

1917 Progress Report op the Committee on Relation of 1920 
Census to Vital Statistics to the Section in Vital Statis- 
tics, American Public Health Association. 

Bt William H. Guilfoy, M.D., and Edwin W. Kopp. 
New York Medical Journal, October 6, 1917. 

This committee* was appointed in 1916 to inquire into the chief aspects 
of and requisites for public and private vital statistics work in the next 
census year and to submit constructive recommendations on these points. 

This report is more of a summary of recent progress in the general field 
of vital statistics and closely related social statistics of various kinds than 
a program for the Census of 1920. The committee apparently thinks of 
the U. S. Census for the year 1920 in two ways, namely, as a definite date 
for a general review and as an agency for accomplishing certain things. 

A goal is always desirable as a spur to effort, and there is much to be said 
in favor of making 1920 the end of a period within which certain reforms 
should be accomplished. It should be borne in mind, however, that an 
inventory is not only a means of closing up the accounts of past transactions, 
but is a basis for new enterprise to follow, and its taking should not be made 
so important and absorbing as to distract attention from or to impede the 
regular ongoing of the business. 

Naturally the committee lays much stress on vital statistics, but it does 
not neglect the opportunity to make helpful suggestions of improvements in 
the enumeration of population, by racial and local groups, which would be 
of service to social investigators as well as to those working for improved 
health and sanitation. 

* William H. Guilfoy, chairman, Cresey L. Wilbur, Frederick L. Hoffman, Wade H. Frost, James 
W. Glover, Franz Schneider, Jr., John S. Fulton, William H. Davis, Walter F. Willcox, and Edwin 
W. Kopf, corresponding secretary. 
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Perhaps the most important thing to be done at the time of or through the 
Census of 1920 is to obtain more nearly adequate statistics of sickness than 
are now available. The movement for the institution of health insurance 
in the various states that have already started on a program of social in- 
surance through the enactment of workmen's compensation laws would be 
greatly facilitated by such statistics, and all public health work would be 
afforded a fact basis which it now lacks to a large degree. 

The committee is to be commended for its painstaking work and it is to 
be hoped that some part, at least, of its excellent program may be carried 
out in the next census. 

C. W. Dotbn. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 



